
Q&A With The Sellers 

● What we love about this house: The views and light are really spectacular. Before this house, 
we lived in a Victorian apartment that we loved but was dark, had a narrow hallway, and shallow 
closets. This house is filled with light and has great storage. The layout is also amazing, with a 
huge open living space and large kitchen, and the bedrooms on the same level but tucked away 
on a hallway. It also includes some fun touches, like a secret wet bar hidden behind a bookcase 
in the living room. Mid-Century design for the win! 

● Why now: We imagine people might ask: why is this family with small kids moving after living 
here only 2.5 years in the middle of a pandemic. The reason we're moving to the East Bay is 
because we need to be closer to our family – our kids’ aunt, grandparents, and cousins all live in 
the East Bay. With 3 kids now, we need the extra support, and we want the kids to have more of 
a connection with their grandparents and cousins. As for why now: we made plans for the move 
and signed a lease for a house in Berkeley before the pandemic hit. We don't want to break that 
agreement. 

● House story:  We bought the house from the family of the original owners. So the house has had 
only 2 owners since it was built in the early 1950s. We share an entryway with a 
multi-generational family on one side who’ve been in the neighborhood for decades. They are 
kind and easy to get along with. 

● Improvements: The furnace, electrical panel, and all appliances are brand new as of 2.5 years 
ago. The water heater is 1 year old. We remodeled the kitchen 1.5 years ago and used 
eco-friendly cabinets -- purchased from EcoHome in Berkeley. The tile is from Fireclay. We also 
replaced the garage door and opener and back fence all within the last 1.5 years. We recently 
installed grass in the front of the house for the kids to play on. 

● Neighborhood: Since we've moved here, homes that have been occupied by the original owners 
have slowly been turned over to newcomers like us. The little blocks here with their nice wide 
streets offer all the benefits of the suburbs right in the middle of the city -- very quiet 
neighborhood, two car garages, big houses, but you can walk to everything (Target, Trader Joe's, 
and a Whole Foods is supposed to be coming soon in the same building as the Target). There’s a 
Bright Horizons preschool in the Target shopping center. It’s also an easy walk to Lucky Grocery 
Store, Golden Gate Panhandle park, Divisadero corridor / restaurants, and Alamo Square.  

● Changes new owners could easily make: We had plans drawn up to turn the downstairs into a 
proper ADU if anyone wants to go that route. We also explored moving the staircase and turning 
the room downstairs into a huge master suite -- that would be more involved but still very 
doable. We also considered extending the lower deck and creating a terraced yard with some 
flat lawn near the bottom -- several homes along this block have done something like this.    

We hope this is helpful. 

 

Alex & Katy 

 


